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Brief description: Fictional historical documents, recordings and materials relating to an
imaginary avant-garde in Ireland

Type of Output: Digital or Visual Media

Venues: N/A

Media of output: PDF of book (item 1), Digital Album (weblink), Digital Archive (weblink)

Contextual information: Transcript of interview, two reviews (items 2-4); interview (see links in
Figshare record)
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Output
Item/Link Description Additional information
1 | Eull version of book, PDF (79 pages) Fictional authoritative survey of

Historical Documents
of the Irish Avant-

avant-garde composition in
Ireland from the late 19th to

garde early 21st centuries.
2 | Digital album Weblink link to record label at | Copy of the digital album
publicly available source element of the output. Historical
Documents of the Irish Avant
Garde | Various Artists | Migro
Records (bandcamp.com)
3 | Digital archive Webpage/digital archive Contains online

resources/biographies. Provided
at the publicly available source
Aisteach | Preserving the history
of Ireland's Avant-Garde



https://brunel.figshare.com/articles/dataset/Historical_Documents_of_the_Irish_Avant-Garde/13372589?file=26211098
https://migrorecords.bandcamp.com/album/historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde
https://migrorecords.bandcamp.com/album/historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde
https://migrorecords.bandcamp.com/album/historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde
https://migrorecords.bandcamp.com/album/historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde
https://migrorecords.bandcamp.com/album/historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde
http://www.aisteach.org/
http://www.aisteach.org/
http://www.aisteach.org/

Contextual information

ltem/Link

Description

Additional information

4 Transcript

PDF (2 pages)

Evidence of research

methodology and
process/originality/significance/d

issemination
5 | Review PDF (7 pages) Evidence of
originality/significance
6 | Review PDF (3 pages) Evidence of
originality/significance
7 | Interview Link to interview (running Evidence of

length 21mins 24sec) dissemination/significance.
Provided at the publicly
available source Somerset
House Studios / Aisteach,
Historical Documents of the
Irish Avant-Garde: Jennifer

Walshe (audioboom.com)

Copy of 300-word statement

The purpose of the research was to open up an imaginative space where an Irish Avant-garde
could have happened and to conduct a revisionist exercise in ‘what if?’ In producing this
practice-based research, the work offers a fictional survey of avant-garde composition in Ireland
from the late 19th to early 21st centuries, spanning over 187 years in total. Creating fictional
historical documents and recordings, it carves our potential ancestors into being and shapes
their stories with care.

Walshe conducted research into the structures and establishments of Irish artistic history to
investigate how histories of music are created. She found there was no real data and no Irish
Fluxus movement. She subsequently began bending history and explored a potential tradition of
experimentalism in Ireland that includes Futurism, Dadaism, ecclesiastical organ work and radio
art, amongst others. Following this methodology, the research project opened up into a history of
the imaginary which operates in parallel to the Irish cultural mainstream.

The research findings showed that linear narratives in music are often fictional anyway due to
the editing and obfuscation they require. Particularly, the research process unearthed parallels
to Irish culture as a whole, which tends to expel its artists first before welcoming them back into
their realm once they’re dead, famous and no longer a threat. The creation of an imaginative
space in this work showed that an Irish avant-garde with revolutionaries, female, queer and
other artists, who may have existed and subsequently been written out of history, could have
happened.

This output consists of a book (available in both print and electronic format), which was
published by Aisteach on 30 January 2015, a digital music album, which was released by Migro
Records on 11 October 2017, and a digital archive.

Copy of double-weighted statement

The output is a multi-component piece consisting of a book, a music album and a digital archive.
The composite work serves as a rich revisionist exercise into an imaginary world, as it provides
an extensive survey of a fictional Irish avant-garde.

Walshe has created historical documents, compositions, scores, musical recordings, material
and ephemera in realising this fictional history well as a digital footprint and webpage. In total,



https://brunel.figshare.com/articles/dataset/Historical_Documents_of_the_Irish_Avant-Garde/13372589?file=26350654
https://brunel.figshare.com/articles/dataset/Historical_Documents_of_the_Irish_Avant-Garde/13372589?file=26211116
https://brunel.figshare.com/articles/dataset/Historical_Documents_of_the_Irish_Avant-Garde/13372589?file=26211119
https://audioboom.com/posts/6821989-aisteach-historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde-jennifer-walshe
https://audioboom.com/posts/6821989-aisteach-historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde-jennifer-walshe
https://audioboom.com/posts/6821989-aisteach-historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde-jennifer-walshe
https://audioboom.com/posts/6821989-aisteach-historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde-jennifer-walshe
https://audioboom.com/posts/6821989-aisteach-historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde-jennifer-walshe
https://audioboom.com/posts/6821989-aisteach-historical-documents-of-the-irish-avant-garde-jennifer-walshe

this work represents a complex and multi-layered process of creative investigation and
performance.
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